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THAT SHIPBUILDING CONTEST
AGAIN.

Taking exception to certain re¬
marks of ours concerning Ms attitude
on the shipbuilding contest recently
won by the Newport News Shipbuild¬
ing and Dry Dock Company the es¬
teemed 'Norfolk Landmark says:
"The Landmark is not a Ihtck-atri

thin shooter for the Navy Yards. It
has always held that the private
yards should have a liberal share of
the construction work, hut has favor-1
ed having at least one ship under
construction all the lime in every
government yard suited for building.
"We did not "make much of the

fact" that the keel of the govern¬
ment-built battleship Connecticut was
laid a month later than that r>! the
Louisiana, built al the Newport News
private yard. We simply noted the
fact in fairness as did one of our

Newport .News comtemporaries. It is
presumable Unit when I he private
yard began to build the Louisiana, it
had the plans of the ship well enough
in hand to proceed with the work.
Tile private builders would hardly
have laid the keel just to look at It.
"The Press does not deny that the

government Is restricted by law to
Hie eight-hour day in its Navy Yards,
and cannot re(|u Ire any employee to
work longer than eight hours in one
day. If an employee works longer,
he does so as a favor, as it were, and
must receive extra pay. 'Tin: system
of payment by the hour reduces the
handicap, but it is (dear enough that
the government, restricted to the
eight hour day, was hampered in com¬
parison with the unrestricted private
yard. The truth of this statement is
proved by the steady opposition of the
private yard.-, to the suggestion thai
work done for I he government, as
well as work done by Hie govern¬
ment. Khali be restricted to a legal
limit of eight hours a day.

"This paper never called for the
"test" which has been made. We
never expected it to result otherwise
than as it has resulted. It demon¬
strate.-, what was known: that under
present unequal conditions, the priv¬
ate shipbuilders can turn out a ship
at considerably less cost I hau the
government. They might do it at less
cosi even under equal condition.;.
Private contractors could doubtless
operate the postbfficc Department
more economically than the govern¬
ment. The question involves more
t'liau the bare consideration of finan¬
cial Baving at the moment."

While we did not specifically clas¬
sify the Landmark as a "thick am
lliin shunter for the navy yards," in
the few general remarks with which
we closed our comment on the Inci¬
dent, we judged from the /.bill it dis¬
played in stretching out mattresses
for the discomfited naval construc¬
tors to fall on. thai it was not alto¬
gether an unprejudiced observer of
the little tilt which has come to a
close. We accept Its disclaimer, how¬
ever, and will strike its nnine from
what it seems to regard as an obnox¬
ious list.

As to the merits of the Landmark's
content!? n regarding Hie eight-hour
dsy, we are still unimpressed. As
w* have already pointed out the navy
yard might have put on a double
shift of men. If time could have been
gained by that expedient, without
materially Increasing the cost of the
vtssel. since payment by the hour
removed that feature of the contest
from consideration.

vVe did not refer to the fact that
the 1-ouißiana 8 keel was first laid.

because we bad discussed (be ques¬
tion at length once before and had
explained so that we thought every¬
body understood the situation, that
the Brooklyn navy yard hail Iis plans
in baud and authorization to build,
nearly two months before the local
yard was invited to submit a bid lip¬
on the sister ship of the Connecticut.
Our contemporary canii' I be so dense
as to underestimate the importance
of that advantage; certainly not
when it Is remembered that the or¬

dering ami accumulation of material
Is one of the' main features of turning
out a ship on time. It Is hardly fair
to charge a three months start as a

handicap, ami no one hut the naval
officials themselves were to blame for
the delay the Connecticut's keel.
We agree with our contemporary

that financial saving at the moment
is not the prime consideration, hut
when Uncle Sam can gel better ships
at a cheaper liguro ami on better time
than from his own yards. Why should
any one. save the man who has a sel¬
fish personal Interest in the navv
yard, object?

AS TO THE MEXICAN RIOTS.
A dispatch from Washington says

that the State and War Department
are worried over the unique situation
developed -by the riots at Cannnca,
Iis the case is without precedent and
the officials are not certain what
course should be pursued. Naturally
the Mexican government Is jealous
of the invasion of Iis territory by
American, and consent to pursue In¬
dian bands across the border''has
been difficult to secure. .

Diligent soareh among the archives
of the departments at Washington
lias revealed (he fact that, from lime
to Utile there have been Conventions
or agreements between the United
Slates and Mexico providing for Ihu
reciprocal crossing of the frontier by
the troops of the two nations. The
last one of this kind was signed in
Washington on .lime -I. ISilli, and pro¬
vided that troops might cross the
frontier when on a "hot trail" and in
pursuit of hostile Indians. The (Mex¬
ican ttovernment was reluctant to
sign 'his ugroeineut and look every
precaution to limit its life, and Ar¬
ticle !i provided "that this agreement
shall remain in force until Kill's hand
of hoslllc Indians shall be wholly ex¬
terminated or rendered ohcdiclll to
one of ihu two countries." Kids baud
having disappeared as a hostile force,
this convention, of course, is a dead
letter.
A similar convention was signed

in Washington .Inno 'Jit, 189(1. and in
Hint case it was provided that the
agreement should he terminable by
either parly after four months' notice
and In no case was il to remain in
force for more Ihau one year.

II is to be Imped thai Hie situation
is well in hand and that there will
he no more disorders. If American
troops have crossed the border with¬
out due authority the administration
should hasten lo make the neeossarv
reparation even without waiting for
a request to that effo'd from the
Mexican government.

AS TO POISONOUS MEDICINES.
¦Printers' Ink Is responsible for tho

following statement in connection
witii the patent medicine crusade:
"A tabulation of all cases of acciden¬
tal poisoning, ami of injury or death
from the misuse of medicines; as re¬

ported in the newspapers of the Unit¬
ed Stales during the ten months end¬
ing May I. !!»I)G, rondos the state¬
ments sometimes made that "patent
medicines'' are "killing the people."
or all accidents it is shown that
of!.8(1 per cent are due to miscellan¬
eous poisons. 40.til per cent to iion-
puteut medicines and 2.52 per cent,
to "patent medicines."

If the statistics tire trustworthy it
is pretty conclusively shown that the
crusade by those reformers who ha»'o
.-pent so much time in tying to put
patctit medicines pill of business, is
not quite broad enough. It certainly
oiigtit to embrace the dangerous con¬
coctions involved in (hose mixtures
which were prolific of nearly twenty
limes as many cases of actual poison
ing as were the much criticized pro¬
prietary articles.

According lo dispatches from the
English capital Londoners seem to
have boycotted the product" of I he
American meat packers. If he con¬
sumers would do likewise It. would
prove more effective in bringing
about the necessary reforms in Pack-
inglown than have a dozen inspection
laws. Statutes are made to he evaded
and ignored and the beef combine is
a powerful and wealthy aggregation.
Its most vulnerable point is the
pocket nerve, and il could he brought
to lime quicker along that lino than
along any other.

Perhaps the moat trust i.-, not wor¬
rying so much over the nominal cost
of eight cents per bond for inspec¬
tion, as it is over the loss of profits
from diseased moats which under the
new system would be condemned and
thrown on the rubbish pile.

Call Again.
That la why we have Fresh Candr.

We want you to call again. Kirk-
man's, 2617 Washington avenue. Kol¬
bas*' old stand. 6-2-tl

YEAUS OF THE EARTH
THIS WORLD OF OURS COUNTS THEM

3Y THE MILLIONS. y
Varinn« CnlcutntlnnN 1i>' Which t I; r

1 um..im .sclent Int« llnvc Kmlciiv
nr. .1 t.i I'lKiire Out i lie Arc of tli i
Pinne« Union Which We Lire.
Tin* lime lias admittedly gone by fo:

attempting to "reconcile llic facts of
nature." to use a recogninod phrase,
with tho chronology of tho Hilde, which
mokes the age of the world rnther lean
than 0.000 .veins.
Indeed, In the Kgyptlnu rooms at tlio

British museum the visitor ran see for
himself objecth which co hack to tin
niitlictitlciitcd period long antecedent
to ItKHi years lt. C, and great Is the
wonder produced oil the minds of thosu
who llrst iniiki! their ipiaintanee.
In that 8U1110 depurtuient, among tho

mummies, there Is what Is In many re¬
spects the most Birthing of the exhibits
In tho department- Ihe body of a man
who belongs to the stone age. It lies
in an noonrate representation of tho
peculiarly shaped grave in which It
was found, and It bus been in conse¬
quence somewhat Irreverently nick¬
named by the habitues of the museum
"the man In the pie dish."
The particular Interest In that corpse,

which men, women und even children
look upon without the least thought or

suggestion nf the fear or horror usual¬
ly Inseparable from death. Is that it is
unquestionably the oldest exhibit In
the museum, and scientists have boon
rather struck by the fact that the nu-jthorlties of the great Institution In
Great Itlissell street have not, so to
say. tnken the bull by the horns, boldly
labeled that exhibit as dating from
oO,(KMl It. ('. Tims with one shmle
stroke of the pen Bishop Usher's Bib¬
lical chronology Is multiplied by about
nine, and It iniiy be that an even high¬
er number would be required to satisfy
the requirements of (lie age of that
particular specimen.
How long lias the earth been n planet

ClipilhlO of supporting not only human,
but nil forms of life?

In mi address Lord Kelvin once de¬
livered mi the subject be gathered to¬
gether the opinions of various scientific'
men which cannot but be of interest
to every thinking being. Darwin. In
bis "Origin of Species," stated that,
"In all probability a far longer period
than :it»(i.n()0.iHM) yours has olnpsed;"
while later on. In tho saute book, lie
wrote: "He who onn road Sir Charles
Lyell's grind work on the 'Principles
of Geology,' which lite future historian
will recognize us having produced n
revolution In natural science, yet does
not iidmll bow Incomprehensibly vast
have boon the lust periods of time, may
at once close this volume."
Lord Kelvin himself.then Professor

William Thomson.later made an at¬
tempt to calculate the length of tlmo
during which the sun bus boon burning
at Its present rate, and In that connec¬
tion he wrote: "it seems on the wholn
most probable that the sun has not
Illuminated the earth for ino.ooo.noo
years and almost certain Unit It has
not done so for 500.000,000 years. As
for tho future we may say with equal
certainty that Ihe Inhabitants of the
earth on hunt continue to enjoy the
light and bent essential to their life for
many million years lunger unless new
sources, now unknown to us, lire pre¬
pared In the gront storehouse of crea¬
tion."

It Is n remarkable evidence of the
acute perception of Lord Kelvin's
mind, as of the rare prevision of bis
intellect, Hint the lust words -"unless
new sources, now unknown to us, lire
prepared In the great storehouse of
creation".should have heoii added to
tlitt 1 remarkable sentence.
As an example of the very extraor¬

dinary ranne of time given to the nge
of the earth, consider the following
statement from Professor Jukes' "Stu¬
dents' Manual of Geology." He wrote:
"Mr. Darwin estimates the time re¬
quired for the denudation of the rocks
of the wen Id nf Kent) or the erosion of
space between the ranges of ohalk bills
known ns the north and south downs,
at 300,000,000 years. It may be possi¬
ble, perhaps, that the estimate Is a
hundred times too great, and that the
real time elapsed did not exceed 3.000,-
000 years; but, on the other bund, It is
just ns likely that the time which
actually elapsed since the tlrst com¬
mencement of tho erosion till It was
nearly ns complete as it now is was
really a hundred times greater than
bis estimate, or 300.000,000 years."
Professor Phillips In a lecture at the

University of Cambridge considered
tlio rate of erosion between the ranges
of tho north and south downs to be
rather one Inch a year than Darwin's
estimate of one Inch In a bundroil
yenrs, so that on mere geological
grounds he reduced the time to about
n hundredth. Calculating, however,
the actual thickness of all tho known
geological strata of the earth he came
to ttio conclusion that life on the earth's
surface may probably date buck to be¬
tween 88,000.000 and no.OOO.iino yours.
Professor Sollos of Oxford, working

on new principles applied to the strati¬
fied rocks, reduced this time, very con¬
siderably, for he wrote. "Sr- far ns I
can nt present see. the lapse of tlmo
since tlio beginning of the Cambrian
system is probably less than 17.000.ftoo
yenrs, even when computed on an ns-
sumptlpn of uniformity, which to nie
seems contradicted by the most salient
facts of geology."
What are the data. It will naturallybe asked, on which calculations of this

magnitude nie made? Among the
most Important are the consideration
of the underground bent which Is con¬
stantly being conducted out of the
onrtb-in other words, the cooling of
the earth.the speed at which the earth
rothtos on Its axis ns well as physical
properties of rocks at high tempera¬
ture?.
The leu of heat by conduction was

fiord KcMu's first argument for limit¬
ing tin' age of (lie tmiih. Iii» foimd tlmt
if 1111 - eartli had been losing heat in I lie
past "with approach to uniformity for
20.000,(100 years the nmount of lieal
loMt out of Ihe earth would hare bceii
iiImiiiI its much us would beat by 100
degrees centigrade n quantity of or¬
dinary surface v<>cU of too times tin
earth's bulk. 'I hls would be more tha i
enough to melt a hiiis*h of surface rod;
eipuil in hulk .to the whole earth. Nc
hypothesis us to chemical action, in¬
ternal fluidity effects of pressure ul
great depths or possible character o!
substances in the Interior of the earth,
possessing the smallest vestige of prob¬
ability, can Justify the supposition that
Ihe earth's upper crust has remained
nearly ns It is, while from the whole 01
from any part of the earth so great n

quantity of host bus been lost."
By considering the cooling of the

caMli mid by tracing backward Bui
process of cooling Lord Kelvin chlUD
to "a definite esilmnte of the grCiitesI
nud least number of million yenin
which can possibly have passed since
tlu> surface of the enrth was every¬
where red hot." 'Phis estimate be ex¬
pressed in the following words:
"We are eery Ignorant ns to the ef¬

fects of high temperatures In altering
the conductivities nud specific henhl
and melting I cm pern lures of rocks ami
us to their Intent beat of fusion. Wu
must therefore allow very wide limits
In such an estimate ns I have attempt¬ed to make, hut I think we may with
much probability say that the consoli¬
dation cannot have taken place less
lliau 20.00n.000 years ago, nor more
than 40,000.000 years ago. or we should
now have more underground lient than
we actually have.".St. Louis tilobe-
Democrat.

BLACK ROD OF THE LORDS.
Hin I.nut Public Apprnrmioc an an

Rxecnllyc UMIoer.
Black Bod is an important nud pic¬

turesque functionary of parliament.
He Is at once Ihe policeman of the
house of lords ami Ihe parliamentary
messenger of Ihn sovereign. He exe¬
cutes Ihe warrants issued by the upper'
chamber for the arrest of the persons
who have been lldjlldged guilty of u |breach of Iis privileges or a coil tempi
or Its dignities. But in these days the
curiosity of Ihe public or its love of
Sensal Ion Is never piqued by the ap¬
peal mice of Black Bod in the role of
a policeman. Indeed, it is nearly a
century now since a poor, trembling
wretch stood. In the custody of Black
Bod. at the bar of the house of lords,
charged with having outraged Its aw¬
ful majesty. He -was a tradesman of
Westminster.
(hie winter evening, after lie had put

up the shutters of Ills shop, lie strolled
across Old I'nhiee yard to hear a de-
bale in the house of lords. He bad
with 111 in nn umbrella, which he depos¬
ited lu the charge of one of the door¬
keepers before be colored the stran¬
gers' gallery, lie never saw Ihe nrll-
cic again. Another stranger, yieldingto a loo commoil weakness of frail llll-
mhniiy, carried it off while iis rightful
owner, trustful of Ihe might of the Im¬
perial parliament to protect, at least
within Its own sacred precincts, the
properly of its subjects, was drinking
In political wisdom from Ihe lips per¬
haps of the I mke of Wellington.
The tradesman of Westminster was

naturally Indignant over the loss of bis
umbrella, but the expression of his
feelings nssuiiicd a form highly sub¬
versive of the undent privileges of
parliament. He net UliBy Issued a proc¬
ess against the doorkeeper of the house
of lords for the recovery of the value
of the lost article. This was more
than the bouse of lords could stand.
One of-Its doorkeepers summoned to
appear ns n defendant in a court of
law! Black Bod was dispatched to nr-
rest tlie daring shopkeeper, who wns
brought forthwith to the bar and
soundly rated by the lord chancellor
on his presumption in outraging the
dignities of the house of lords beonuse
of Ihe loss of a miserable umbrella.
Happily be was not consigned lo the
lower. He humbly npologlzod for his
conduct, promised to take no further
nctlon ngninst the doorkeeper find aft¬
er nnother severe reprimand was es¬
corted by Black Bod to Old I'nlnco
yard nud there discharged. That was
Hie Inst public appearance of Black
Boil as the executive officer of the
house of lords..London Chronicle.

Ihiiirrih Fnrmn.
Most people when they look nt a mng-

ultlcent cabinet of but'.erflles, glenmin^
and glowing with n hundred Iridescent
hues, think Hint each butterfly wns
cnugh't by hand.caught nfior n chase
of n mite of two under n net or a hat.
As n matter of fnet. butterflies nre rnls-
ed on little rnrtns, like chickens. There
is such n steady butterfly demand tlmt
it pays men to rnlse them. These men,
experts In the employ of museums, ns
a rule, know larvae ns a chicken farm¬
er knows eggs, and they have no dif-
flculty'ln selling nt n good profit nil the
butterflies they grow. The stock room
of a butterfly farmer is n rare nqrl
beautiful sight. It is a, room of glass
filled with sunshine, nnd in the brllllnnt
light hundreds of the loveliest butter¬
flies flutter nnd flonL In the profound
silence their colors seem to slug, so
bright are they, so splendid..Minne¬
apolis Journal.

DenpntlHiii of .ii'n i'li.

Coquetry and the fashion of unstnble
forms cannot explain the despotic at¬
traction that precious stones exercise
over our senses. Their fascinating
power has never censed. They subju¬
gate nnd enslave even the most nus-
tere, nnd mm: esteems ns priceless the
charm of their yoke. Art strives to dis¬
cover orlginrl reductions, to create vir¬
gin enthusiasms, to enrich with new
tremors the subtle gamut of our sensa¬
tions, but without bplng able to de¬
tach us from these necklaces, brace-
lets anil Jewels..Paria Eclair.

A Painless Cure of Curable Pain
Never resign yourself to suffer pain. Women's

pains are curable. They are the sign of dangerousconditions of the female organs, which should be
promptly attended to or dangerous results will follow.

IT COMES TO WOMAN'S RELIEF
whenever she suffers from any of woman's biting and weakening pains.It not only compels the pains to stop, but it follows up and drives out
the cause of the pains, which prevents them from coming back.

It makes you well. Try it.
Sold everywhere in $ 1.00 bottles.

WRITE US A LETTER
freely anil frankly, in strictest confid¬
ence, telling us all your symptoms and
troubles. We will send free advice
(in plain sealed envelope), how to
cure tiiem. Address: Ladies' AdvisoryDept., Thi Chattanooga Medicine Co.,
Chattanooga, Tenn.

"WITHOUT A PAIN,"
writes Mary Shelton, of PoplarBluff, Mo., I en do iny housework,
although, before taking CARDUI, two
doctors had done nie no good. I can
truthfully say 1 was cured by Cardul.
I want every suffering lady to know of
this wonderful medicine."
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(City and County Depository.)
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WE KNOW YOUR WANTS AND WANT YOUR BUSINESS.

THE STRONGEST BANK IN THE CITY
ILiLOJLSLSLJLOJLBJL3̂
E. QUINCY SMITH.

President
A. L. POWELL,
Vice-President.

WM. H. KELLOGG,
Cashier.

THE NEWPORT NEWS NATIONAL BANK
CAPITAL. $100.000.

U. S. GOVERNMENT DEPOSITARY
Transacts n general banking business. Four per cent. Interest allowed

ou savings accounts.

W. A. POST. President.
J. R. SW1NERTON. Vlcc-Prcsldont.

J. A. WILLRTT. Cashier.
AUTHOR LEE, Asst. Cashier. ,

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
U. S. GOVERNMENt'dEPOSITORY, CITY DEPOSITORY, CITIZENS'

DEPOSITORY.
Capital .$100.000.00 -

Stockholders' Liability . 100.000.00
SurphiB and Profit».|. 100.fi00.00

Other Resources Make Total Over .$1.000,000.00

J. W. CHANDLER, President. J. P. GAYLE, Treasurer.

THE STANDARD SUPPLY CO.
.Dealers In.

Harness, CarrF«j^©s and Wogong
FARM IMPLEMENTS, LEATHER AND SHOE FINDINGS.

Harness Repairing a Specialty. 2608 HUNTINGTON AVE.

The entire list \pS Edison records and all new is¬
sues to date, including the

BRITISH, GERMAN, SPANISH
and Grand Opera selections from the foreign catalog.

FACTORY PRICES.EASY TERMS n. ,

Geo. D. Hampton Piano Co.,
210 28TH. STREET.

Sell 'Phone 325.

Uot acquainted with us and our way
of doing husliiesu?
We offer DEPOSITOR3 every erlv-

liege conservative banking will war;
rant.

Your Account Large or Small;
We Invite.

THE CITIZENS'AND
MARINE BANK


